
The Knysna Skolly was discovered by Rolan Trimen in 1883. The inland population was found to inhabit the area extending from the 
Eastern Heads eastwards towards the Pezula Golf Estate. Sectors of the population were also found along the coast at Coney Glen.

Flight period:
The adult buttery’s ight cycle stretches from late November to the end of February.

Male territorial behaviour:
Male butteries exhibit territorial behaviour and spend long periods of time perched in one spot, to which they return over a number of 
consecutive days. At Pezula, the perching sites selected are mostly dead plant material areas, whereas, at the coastal sites, these are mostly 
on Stenotaphrum secundatum or bare rock. Territorial males have been observed to leave their perching sites to engage in aerial interaction
with conspecific males. These interactions involved the circling of butteries around one another, while moving away from the perching site,
after which the victorious buttery would resume his position on the perching site.

Mating behaviour:
When a female approaches a territorial male, a courtship dance ensues, during which the butteries whirl around each other for a few brief 
minutes. The courtship dance is not always followed by the mating process. During copulation, the male and female position themselves 
alongside each other, allowing the male to curve the tip of his abdomen around to connect with the tip of the female’s abdomen and 
copulation takes place.

Female oviposition behaviour:
Oviposition is very rapid and eggs are laid individually. Once the first egg is laid, the female will immediately y a short distance to another 
plant and repeat this process. It appears that oviposition sites are selected at random, due to the fact that there are no known patterns detected 
in plant choice and the distances between the repositories are also known to vary. The majority of the eggs are deposited on the underside of 
plant leaves, but ovipositioning has also been known to occur on the plant oret. Occasionally, up to three eggs are deposited on the same plant, 
but the most common trait is to lay a single egg on one plant. The eggs are deposited between 10cm and 130cm above the ground at the 
Pezula colony and between 5cm and 75cm at the coastal sites.

This site has been declared a Buttery Reserve. Please do not disturb the ecological balance between the fauna and ora on this property. 
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